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Historical Society, the old Debating Society of the Univer-
sity, that he began to show his real promise. He was an
assiduous speaker at the debates, and on several occasions
the society showed him favour. He obtained " the marked
thanks " of the society for oratory ; he obtained the second
medal for " Composition/' which he presented to his sweet-
heart and cousin, Katie Lambert. The subject of this essay
was not legal or political., but aesthetic ; it was entitled,
" Early Excursions into the Realms of Art." He was elected
to be librarian in 1876, but he was defeated as a candidate
for the coveted chief office of the auditorship in the " General
Election/3 1877-1878. Charles O'Connor, afterwards Irish
Lord Chancellor, was elected as a " Home Ruler " with
twenty-eight votes : Carson was second with twenty-one
votes as a " Protestant Liberal ** ; and A. W. Samuels, after*
wards Irish Law Officer and Carson's colleague as member
for Trinity College, was last with twenty votes as a u Protes-
tant Episcopalian Conservative/5
On another occasion he might have been elected auditor,
but he stood aside and supported his friend John Ross
in a struggle with Arthur Samuels, In this early self-
denial, which we will sec repeated again and again, in a
coveted ambition we have a real glimpse of the full-grown
man.
In those days Carson was a Radical, as was remembered by
Oscar Wilde many years afterwards, but even then a clogged
defender of the Union. This perilous subject, as likely u> pro-
mote disorder, was only allowed to be introduced in an in-
direct way in motions in such terms as " That Pitt's Irish
Policy was worthy of a wise and upright statesman/* and
" That Mr. Lecky's views on Federalism deserve our ap-
proval,'* Nor was his Radicalism free from those prrjttdkeB
which must in the end evolve the true Tory, Whereas he
spoke in favour of the abolition of capital punishment, and
raised his voice in favour of the disestablishment of the
Church and in approval of the French Revolution and
women's suffrage, he defended the dramatic tasta of the
times, the legislative powers of the Hereditary Chamber, the
system of land tenure in Ireland, and denounced the memory